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What is animal welfare?

* Animal welfare is a state that is subjectively
experienced by an animal; it is a state within the
animal

* An animal’s welfare status at any one time may vary
on a continuum from very bad to very good

Mellor DJ (2016) Updating animal welfare thinking: moving beyond the “Five Freedoms”
towards “A Life Worth Living.” Animals 6(3): 21.
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The Five Domains Model

Basic Structure of the Model:
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Mellor DJ et al. (2020) The 2020
Five Domains Model: Including
Human-Animal Interactions in
Assessments of Animal
Welfare. Animals 10(10): 1870
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General issue Information gathering

and context and consultation with

identified issue experts and
stakeholders (risk of Welfare
exposure, numbers assessment ¢o-

\’ 71 | affected, data \. f:rdinatolrs use
availability). It is possible information from

that the process proceeds '55"_"9 expe‘rts to
refine the issue,

no further if a deficit in
Welfare data is identified. context and
assessment co- specific scenarios
ordinators receive for formal
general request assessment.

\ Assemble expert

assessment panel
(welfare and cetacean

experts)
l

Welfare assessment co-ordinators distribute
instructions, synthesized information, specific
scenarios for assessment and link to assessment tool
to expert assessment panel. The instructions include
a timeline for replies.

Expert panel members score scenarios independently and
return scores to welfare assessment co-ordinators for
compilation and visual presentation

l

Presentation of overall results by welfare assessment co-
ordinators.

Feedback on
problem

formulation from
] issue experts and

stakeholders

Pilot
scoring/sense
check by one or
D two independent

assessors
(outwith expert
assessment
panel).

Optional - convene expert panel to discuss
independent scores, reasons for deviation and re-
score independently after discussion.
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