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What is animal welfare? 

• Animal welfare is a state that is subjectively 
experienced by an animal; it is a state within the 
animal

• An animal’s welfare status at any one time may vary 
on a continuum from very bad to very good

Mellor DJ (2016) Updating animal welfare thinking: moving beyond the “Five Freedoms” 
towards “A Life Worth Living.” Animals 6(3): 21. 
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The Five Domains Model 

Mellor DJ et al. (2020) The 2020 
Five Domains Model: Including 
Human-Animal Interactions in 
Assessments of Animal 
Welfare. Animals 10(10): 1870
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