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ECS RESOLUTI ON ON THE NEED TO REGULATE SONAR MI TI GATI ON 

 

Adopted in I stanbul, Turkey on 4th March 2009 

 

There is sufficient  evidence that  act ive sonar exposure even at  relat ively low 

levels can have significant  im pacts on som e cetacean species.  

 

Beaked whales in part icular are vulnerable to serious im pacts including 

m ortalit y from  exposure to m id- frequency act ive sonar (1-10 kHz) . Here we 

reaffirm  the ECS 2003 Statem ent  of Concern on Marine Mam m als and Sound.  

 

The developm ent  of knowledge since this ECS 2003 resolut ion was adopted 

underscores the need for urgent  act ion on sonar m it igat ion. Current  

m it igat ion efforts are generally untested and insufficient  for beaked whales. 

Recent ly available data includes further evidence on the causal link between 

sonar and beaked whale m ass-st randings. This includes spat io- tem poral 

coincidence between naval exercises and m ortalit ies and a consistent  

pathology on necropsied whales, point ing to an acoust ic source as pr im ary 

cause of death/ st randing. I n addit ion, abundance est im at ions of local 

populat ions of beaked whales indicate that  populat ions are sm all and that  the 

reproduct ive rate of som e beaked whales m ay be low. Sm all, som et im es 

isolated, populat ions with reduced recruitm ent  rate are vulnerable to hum an 

im pacts as they m ay have a lim ited capabilit y to recover after t raum a.  

 

This m eans that  there is the potent ial for unsustainable im pacts on beaked 

whales to occur in relat ively short  t im e periods. The advances in our 

understanding of behavioural react ions of beaked whales to sonar indicate 

that  required m it igat ion ranges are larger than pract ical m it igat ion ranges in 

m any cases.  

 

I n consequence, regulat ion of standardised m it igat ion protocols, including 

pract ical m easures recent ly available, becom es a pr ior ity. Mit igat ion should 

be applied by all count r ies using m ilitary sonar in the three stages of sonar 

exercises:  before ( the planning phase) , during and after sonar use. As sonar 

m ay have t ransboundary effects, m it igat ion procedures need regulatory 

support  at  both internat ional and nat ional levels.  

 

Thus, the European Cetacean Society requests com petent  authorit ies to 

urgent ly adopt  and enforce regulat ions for effect ive m it igat ion.  


